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Hello Shannon Wright,
 
Thank you for your email of February 12, 2025, regarding the Canadian Dental Care Plan (CDCP). 
 
Please know that the Government of Canada has determined the eligibility criteria for the CDCP with the intention of helping as many Canadian residents as
possible, who do not have any access to dental coverage, to access needed oral health care while also ensuring the sound stewardship of public funds. 
 
To qualify for the CDCP, Canadians must meet all 4 of the following criteria (eligibility will be reassessed annually):
 

Not have access to dental insurance;   
Have filed their tax returns in Canada. This is also required for their spouse or common-law partner, if applicable, so that their family income can be
assessed for the previous year;  
o   If they have a spouse or common-law partner that is not living in Canada and does not file their tax return in Canada, applicants will not be eligible

for the CDCP 
Have an adjusted family net income of less than $90,000; and  
Be a Canadian resident for tax purposes.  
 

*Access to dental insurance means access to any type of dental insurance or coverage through other channels, such as: 
 

Employment benefits or a family member's employment benefits (includes health and wellness account); 
Pension benefits or a family member's pension benefits, including federal, provincial, and territorial government employer pension plans and, 
Privately purchased by them or a family member or through a group plan from an insurance or benefits company.
  

Anyone who purchased private insurance coverage that is still valid at time of application is ineligible. All applicants to the CDCP should exercise caution and
confirm the coverage end date of their privately purchased policies before submitting a CDCP application. 
 
Anyone considering cancelling an existing privately purchased policy should be mindful that the CDCP is not a free dental care plan. The CDCP will
reimburse a portion of the cost, based on established plan fees and the individual's adjusted family net income. The established CDCP fees may not be the
same as what providers normally charge and could be less than what the private insurance pays. In addition, a co-pay between 40% and 60% may be
applied based on an individual's adjusted family net income. 
 
We appreciate the concerns you have raised and the suggestions you provided, and we will take them under consideration as the plan evolves
 
If you require additional clarification, please visit Canada.ca/dental. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write. 
 
The Oral Health Branch 
Health Canada 
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