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Dear Shannon:

Thank you for your letter of February 6, 2025, regarding diabetes and national pharmacare. | appreciate
being informed of your views and your support for seniors.

Cur government recognizes that diabetes is a serious concern and is making significant investments to
improve the quality of life for individuals managing diabetes. For example, the Saskatchewan Insulin
Pump Program provides coverage to people of all ages with type 1 diabetes who meet certain medical
criteria. In addition, we have been fully funding advanced glucose monitoring systems for children and
youth under the age of 18 who meet the medical criteria.

| am also pleased to inform you that effective April 1, 2025, no-cost coverage and eligibility for advanced
glucose monitoring systems (i.e., continuous and flash glucose monitoring (CGM/FGM) systems) was
expanded to include young adults ages 18 to 25 and seniors ages 65 and over, who are treating their
diabetes with insulin. This was part of the commitment made in the 2024 Throne Speech and is funded
through the 2025-26 Budget.

Saskatchewan is aware of the recent bilateral agreements signed by some provinces and territories on
national pharmacare and the federal government's intent to provide funding for universai, single-payer,
first-dollar coverage for a range of contraceptive and diabetes medications, as a first step towards
national pharmacare. As you indicated in your letter, the federal government has also announced its
intention to establish a fund to suppart access to diabetes devices and supplies.

Any proposed national pharmacare program must be designed in partnership with the provinces and
territories, which deliver drug coverage programs to Canadians, and be supported by sufficient current
and long-term funding from the federal government.




Shannon Wright
Page 2

In January 2025, | was pleased to attend the annual meeting of Canada’s Federal, Provincial, and
Territorial Ministers of Health in Halifax, Nova Scotia. At the meeting, Ministers highlighted the need for
national pharmacare to enhance existing provincial and territorial drug coverage programs, maintain
flexibility, meet the needs of residents, and consider the distinct situation of each province and territory.

Following the federal election, Saskatchewan anticipates ongoing discussion with the federal
government on this matter. Saskatchewan will continue to assess developments related to national
pharmacare as they unfold.

Sincerely,

leer

Lori Carr
Minister of Mental Health and Addictions,
Seniors and Rural and Remote Health

cc: Honourable Jeremy Cockrill, Minister of Health



